
     

WORLD DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE

Five years ago Pope John Paul II dedicated a special day to the consecrated life;   its objective was to

introduce the faithful to the religious life, in particular to young people so  that they have a true knowledge of

God's great gift that is the consecrated life. [Cf. Liturgical Calendar 2000-2001 (the “Ordo”), for February 2.

Ottawa: Concacan, 2000, pp. 106-107]  Since 1996, a new tradition was established at the Hôte l-Dieu

of St-Joseph of Saint-Basile: on February 2, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple -- also known

as Candlemas Day -- all the religious of  our Diocese are heartily welcomed for prayer, fellowship, and

celebration, this year to take place on Friday, February 2, beginning at 3:00 P.M ., at the Hôtel-Dieu. I  myself

shall be there to present a summary lines of the Holy Father’s letter  on the new millennium . At 4:30 P.M .,

we shall have vespers of the day, followed by a fellowship supper. I shall preside the solemn celebration of the

Eucharist at 7:00 P.M ..  

  

AN EXCEPTIONAL M ISSION  

  

W hen we take the time to consider what the religious were in our corner of  country, we are like amazed at

everything that they  accomplished despite  the scarcity of resources available. They have built our Christian

comm unities and passed on to  them the sacred fire which inhabited them. Their spirituality left its  mark on

the people of the region. An exam ple of this is the first  bishop of our Diocese, Bishop  Marie-Antoine Roy, and

his colleagues: their legacy of the Franciscan spirituality has affected the  people of Southern Victoria and our

diocesan Church as a whole. The sense of wonder before the beauty of creation and  abandonment to the

goodness of  God are  important aspects of the spirituality of Saint Francis of Assisi. In remembering  the

tireless dedication of the Religious Hospitallers of  St-Joseph, which has marked each of the five deaneries

of our Diocese these past  128  years, we marvel to see their founders’ spirit of compassion for the sick and

the needy lives on, the spirit bequeathed by the layman Jérôme le Royer de la Dauversière and  Mother Marie

de la Ferre.  Such compassion also brings to m ind  the wonderful charity of  Saint Marguerite d’ Youville,

founder of the Grey Nuns (S isters of Charity).  And we are filled with admiration for the education work of the

Sisters of  Notre-Dame-du-Sacré-Coeur, F illes de Marie de l’Assomption, of Daughters of W isdom,

the Congregation of Notre Dame, the Marist Sisters, the Marists Brothers and Marist Fathers, the Eudist

Fathers, we are filled with gratitude for the unbelievable work of  these women and m en and their concern to

ensure elementary and secondary education,  to pursue in this way the work of Jesus the Master Teacher?

In considering the hidden work of the contemplatives, especially of Servants of the Most Blessed Sacrament,

we discover the outreach of Jesus' prayer ministry. All of  these are as many facets of the  life of Jesus, and

as m any expressions of the charism s of the many founder. 

RENEWAL?   

  

In 1991 there were 173 religious in the Diocese of Edmundston: this number dropped by 43 people in ten

years: with no more  than 130, with the average age gradually increasing.... While some prophets of doom

have already started to speak to of the religious life as som ething of the past, with articles titled “The Late

Consecrated Life”,  we discover that after the difficult post-conciliar period of renewal, new shoots are

sprouting throughout the country. Four young people of our Diocese have joined well- known comm unities,

two going to  the Marist Sisters, one to the Missionaries of the Immaculate Conception Sisters,  and one to

 the  Notre-Dame-du -Sacré-Coeur Sisters: they are  Parise Byram, Johanne Albert, Renée Ruest and Patsy

Morency. A  young  man of Green River, Philippe Bossé, joined Benedictine Monks of St-Benoît-du-Lac, near



Sherbrooke, Québec. And it is by the hundreds that people  associate themselves to the already-existing

comm unities: close to 175 lay persons are assoc iated to the Religious Hospitallers, over 800 to the Blessed

Sacrament Sisters, close to 200 to the Filles de  Marie-of- l'Assomption, etc.  

INSTITUTES AND ASSOCIATIONS  

  

For over fifty years there have been secular institutes in the Church: the best known in our diocese are the

Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate,  founded in Grand Falls (1952) by Father  Louis-Marie  Parent,

O.M .I., and Voluntas Dei Institute, founded at Trois-Rivières, Québec (1958) by the same Father Parent who

is now over  90 years old The Voluntas Dei’s major seminary was located at  Red Rapids in our Diocese for

several years. Today the Institute num bers 750 mem bers (priests and associate couples) throughout  the

world, eight of whom are in our diocese. There are also the new apostolic societies and religious families like

the  W orld and Hope Group which has two m em bers in Saint-Basile. The Marie-Jeunesse Family considers

itself a new religious fam ily, and is presently  recognized  as a  diocesan association.    

SPRINGTIME OF THE SPIR IT

  

In his Apostolic Letter on the New Millennium, Pope John Paul II writes: [An] important aspect of communion

is the promotion of forms of association, whether of te more traditional kind or the newer ecclesial movements,

which continue to give the Church a vitality that is God’s gift and a true “Springtime of the Spirit”. Obviously,

associations and movements need to work in full harmony within both the universal Church and the particular

Churches, and in obedience to the authoritative directives of the Pastors. But the Apostle’s exacting and

decisive warning applies to all: ‘Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophesying, but test everything and

hold fast what is  good’ (1 Th 5:19-21) » [Tertio Millennio Inuente, January 6, 2001, No. 46, par. 4] 

D IVERSITY OF VOCATIONS  

  

In the same letter the Holy Father states that it is necessary for the church of the third millennium to awaken

all the baptised and confirmed to take an active part in the life if the Church: «Together with the ordained

ministry, other ministries, whether formally instituted or simply recognized, can flourish for te good of the whole

community, sustain ing it in all its many needs: from catechesis to liturgy, from the education of the young to

the widest array of charitable works.» «There is a pressing need to implement an extensive plan of vocational

promotion, based on personal contact and involv ing parishes, schools and families in the effort to fos ter

a more attentive reflection on life’s essential values. These reach their fulfilment in the response which each

person is invited to give to God’s call, particularly when the call implies a total giving of self and of one’s

energies to the cause of te Kingdom. » [Tertio Millennio Inuente 46, par. 1, 2]

+ François Thibodeau

   Bishop of Edmundston
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